Sigilyah from Conquer to Downfall 


Summary 


Sigilyah which is Sicily today is an island located in the Mediterranean sea south of the 
Italian peninsula and it’s from the autonomous regions of Italy. Siqilyah was known 
before the discovery of the two American continents that it’s a great centre for world 
trade. Siqgilyah is a country which can be dominated easily since first it’s an island, 
second it’s an autonomous region, and third it’s most close towards Tunis and the 
islamic world. It’s known for having arable land with being a dangerous region. 


During the Byzantine rule, Siqilyah most of its people were farmers and they were under 
pressure from very high taxes from the Byzantine empire. When land is being sold on this 
island, the farmers are taken with the land itself like they’re sold with it. Siqilyah was 
known as being an expulsion place for criminals and rebel militants, which made this 
island easier to take over. Fantasy ruled the lives of people not only in Siqilyah, but all of 
Europe. The Byzantine empire made Siqilyah a fortified country full of fortresses. 


The islamic history of Siqilyah it’s from the forgotten and unknown history, most of its 
sources are from non Muslim historians unfortunately, but there is few rare islamic 
books that mentioned islamic Siqilyah. 


During 212 year after Hijra, Siqilyah was conquered by the son of Ibrahim Ibn Al Aghlab. 
The Aghlabids were from the claimed Abbasid caliphate then they separated from it and 
became an independent authority. Ibrahim Ibn Al Aghlab was known for being righteous 
but he liked gaining special authority. The Aghlabids first appeared at the year 184 after 
Hijra, Ibrahim Ibn Al Aghlab was the founder of the Aghlabids and their emirate was 
called Ifriqiyah that includes Tunis, eastern Algeria and western Libya, their capital was 
al-Qayrawan in Tunis. Ziyadat Allah I ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Aghlab he was a righteous 
man with goodness but in same time he did injustice that none Muslim ruler done. 
There were 9 or 6 attempts to conquer Siqilyah before the ruling of Ziyadat Allah by the 
Umayyad caliphate but were insufficient. Last time a Muslim travelled to Siqilyah was at 
year 135 after Hijra. 


Unfortunately during the year 135 or 130 after Hijra the Abbasids used to have bloody 
battles with the Umayyad caliphate for likely 75 or 80 years. The Byzantine empire used 
this time interval [75 or 80 years] to build more fortresses in Siqilyah. 


During the Aghlabids appearance from 184 to 212 year after Hijra, there was battles 
between the Aghlabids and the Byzantine empire, during 212 year after Hijra Ziyadat 
Allah I ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Aghlab was the Amir of Ifriqiya at this time there was a 
covenant between the Aghlabids and the Byzantine empire. During this time Euphemios 
the Byzantine commander in Siqilyah rebelled against the Byzantine emperor 
Constantine, the emperor threatened him with execution so Euphemios ran away 
towards the Aghlabids in Tunis. So Euphemios was planning to invite the Aghlabids to 
help him to take over Siqilyah so he can gain authority. 


A difference took place between the judges in the city of al-Qayrawanin from being 
afraid of breaking the covenant between them and the Byzantine empire, the judges 
were Abu Mahrez Al-Kinani, Assad Ibn Al Furat and Muhammad Bin Sahnon. So, Assad 
Ibn Al Furat remembered that the Byzantine empire broke the covenant already because 
there is still Muslim prisoners in Siqilyah not released yet, so this is the golden chance for 
them to conquer Siqilyah. Assad Ibn Al Furat was saying this being so excited for the 
Aghlabids to conquer Siqilyah, but Abu Mahrez Al-Kinani and Muhammad Bin Sahnon 
were against Assad Ibn Al Furat opinion, so Abu Mahrez Al-Kinani said : “We have an 
agreement for ten years no fighting! Then how can you suddenly trust the news from the 
commander of the Byzantine empire?!” Then Ziyadat Allah I ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Aghlab 
came to the judges listening to their discussion, the judge Assad Ibn Al Furat tried to 
embarrass Ziyadat Allah saying to him “We have to fight for the sake of Allah, if you 
don’t so Ill fight by myself, this is our chance!” Ziyadat Allah agreed with Assad Ibn Al 
Furat opinion and he told him “T’ll make you the commander of the army”, which made 
Assad Ibn Al Furat so happy and excited while he was 70 years old at this time. 


This might look like a positive move right? Actually it’s not what it seems like. Is the 
conquest of Sigilyah by the Aghlabids the right choice? No, first of all the Aghlabids were 
separated from being a part of the Abbasid empire, they separated themselves from 
Muslims just for gaining independent authority. Second, there are Shia Berbers living in 
the emirate of Ifriqiya, the Aghlabids don’t have any problem with this! Third, the judge 
Assad Ibn Al Furat doesn’t have any sort of military experience to make him an army 


commander! While on the other hand the Sahaba may Allah be pleased with them, they 
used to have military experience and Musa Ibn Nusair he was 75 years old when he 
conquered Al Andalus with military experience too. Fourth, the Aghlabids didn’t 
conquered Siqilyah for the sake of Allah, they did this only for gaining authority. Above 
all of this the Aghlabids were not upon the right methodology, they’re Hanafi Mu ‘tazila. 
This all explains why till today there is a very low population of Muslims in Siqilyah, 
since the conquest from the beginning wasn’t by the right way! Allah the almighty said : 
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For each one there are successive angels before and behind, protecting them by Allah’s 
command. Indeed, Allah would never change a people’s state ‘of favour’ until they 
change their own state ‘of faith’. And if it is Allah’s Will to torment a people, it can 
never be averted, nor can they find a protector other than Him. 


{Surat Al Ra’d: 11} 


The conquest of Siqilyah took place by the Aghlabids, this was one of the most difficult 
conquests in the islamic history. It was nearly 75 or 80 years of struggle to conquer 
Sigilyah. But, as the intention of the conquest was not pure from the beginning, which 
made this conquest a total failure. After a century the Shia Fatimids invaded Siqilyah 
after being ruled by the Aghlabids. Then after several years of ruling the Christian 
Normans invaded Siqilyah after being ruled by the Fatimids during the year 452 or 453 
after Hijra. 


These are the moral lessons of the following story. 


First : Separation of Muslims unity, it’s a chance for the enemy to attack. 


Second : Never ignore the danger of Shia Rawafid existence , fight them before anyone. 
Fight them by your mind,your money and your blood. 


Third : Conquest without material, political and religious preparation leads to failure 


even after winning in the battlefield. 


Fourth : Gaining victory in an islamic conquest is not only by gaining authority and 
implementing islamic law, but it’s by being steadfast upon the right creed. Aqeedah is 
above everything! Steadfastness upon the correct Ageedah it’s actually the real victory! 


The following information is taken from the following sources: 
This story is a lecture transcript summary of the historian Raghrib Al Sergani. 
The story information is based from the following books: Storia dei Musulmani di Sicilia 


(History of the Muslims of Sicily) by Michele Amari, ¢ 2a! 0: 4x6 G yall 5) all 4a il elle Glia 
333 Ais Gigi! 331, nil exci (Levels of Afriqiya scholars by Abu Al-Arab.) 


